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Meena is a little girl who lives in a village with her parents, 
her grandmother, her brother Raju and her baby sister Rani. 
Mithu the parrot is her best friend. 

In many ways, Meena is like any other little girl you know. 
But in some ways she is completely different. 

Share in Meena’ s adventures as she laughs, climbs trees, 

asks questions and solves problems, 

and shows you all the things that a little girl can do. 
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Dividing the Mango 



One day, Meena and Mithu climbed a tall mango tree to pluck a ripe fruit. 
Meena ran home to share the juicy mango with her brother Raju. 


Dividing the Mango 
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Mother cut the mango and divided the pieces between Meena and Raju. 

Meena was upset when she saw that Raju had been given a bigger share. 

When she protested, Grandmother said that boys always get more to eat than girls. 
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Dividing the Mango 



That night too, Meena noticed that Raju was given more food. Mother also gave 
him an egg, while Meena got none. Mithu watched from behind and was not at all 


Dividing the Mango 
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When the children went to wash their hands, Mithu divided the egg into two and 
put half of it on Meena’s plate. 
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Dividing the Mango 



When they came back, Meena was made to return the egg to Raju. 


Dividing the Mango 
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Grandmother started scolding Meena for wanting the egg, but Father thought it 
was unfair because both the children were growing up and both worked hard. 
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Dividing the Mango 




Raju didn’t agree. He thought he worked very hard, much harder than Meena, 
and therefore deserved more food. “Your work is so simple,” he told her. So, 
Meena suggested that they change places for a day and do each other’s chores. 


Dividing the Mango 
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The next day was a holiday. Meena asked Mithu to wake Raju up early in the 
morning to light the fire. 
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Dividing the Mango 
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Raju discovered that lighting the fire was not a very easy job. 


Dividing the Mango 
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Next, he had to sweep the yard 
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Dividing the Mango 



Dividing the Mango 
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Dividing the Mango 



14 
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Dividing the Mango 
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Dividing the Mango 



Dividing the Mango 
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Dividing the Mango 



Meena found out that Lali had wandered into the headman’s vegetable garden. 
She had to chase Lali for a long time before she was able to catch her. 


Dividing the Mango 
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Dividing the Mango 




Raju was tired and hungry. Grandmother had watched him all day and had 
realized just how much work Meena did every day. 


Dividing the Mango 
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That night at dinner. Mother gave Raju Meena’s usual share of food, and put the 
larger plate of food in front of Meena. 
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Dividing the Mango 


Poor Raju looked so disappointed! Looking at his face, everyone burst out 
laughing. Everyone now knew that boys and girls need equal food to grow strong. 



Dividing the Mango 
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On the way to school the next morning, Raju plucked a ripe guava that was 
hanging from a low branch. 
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Dividing the Mango 



As he shared the fruit with Meena, Raju promised to help her with the housework 
whenever he could. Meena admitted that Raju’s work of looking after Lali was not 
very easy either. 


Dividing the Mango 
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Other titles in this series 

1. Count Your Chickens 

2. Will Meena Leave School? 

3. Who’s Afraid of the Bully? 

4. Saving a Life 

5 . Meena ’ s Three W i she s 

6. Say No to Dowry 

7. Too Young to Marry 

8. Take Care of Girls 

9. i Love School 

10. It’s Got to Be a Boy! 

1 1 . Meena in the City 

12. A Girl’s Story 


Also Available 

* Meena Educational Package 

* Video cassettes 

* Radio Series 



For details contact: 

UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia 

P.O. Box 5815, Lekhnath Marg 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Tel: 977-1- 417082 
Email: nshahzadi@unicef.org 

rosa@unicef.org 
www.unicef.org 
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